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about teaching the farmer how to farm
practically and thereby decrease his ¢ost of
produetion, it would do him more good. At
the present time, the guaranteeing of even
4s. to the farmer would merely mean that
the Chamber of Commerce, which Mr.
Duffell represents, wonld get the d4s. out of
the farmer before it had a chance of going
far. No wonder the Chamber of Commeree
approve of the proposal. I ean see how it
comes about thai the motion meets with such
general support. [ hope no one will suffer
as the result of the passing of this motion;
but, if anyone suffers, it will be the general
taxpayer; and, so far as I see, the consumer
will derive no advaniage at all from this
proposal. T hope the farmer will remember
that on this occasion, as well as on many
others, he has been given a pretty fair deal,
and that the general communily eannot al-
ways be expected to stand by silently giving
benefits—we eall them benefits, and the
farmer calls them aets of simple justice—
and listening te the continual railing of the
farmer against the general publie. T hope
that in future there will not be this continual
wailing about the treatment of the farmer.
Wlile I have been in this House, there has
been very litile legislation except such as
was 1n the interests of the farmer; and I am
beginning to think some of my counstituents
will want to know whether I have joined
the Conntry party. 1 want the farmers’ re-
presentatives to bear in mind who are the
people standing behind the guarantee; and
1 want the farmers’ representatives to give
those people some eredit for their action,

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 6.16 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Negislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 6th February, 1917.

PaqE

Adjournment : Dissolution asked for 1860

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADJOURNMENT—DISSOLUTI O\T
ASKED FOR.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [4.31]: M. Speaker, in view of the
adverse vote given against the CGovernment
on Thursday evening last, T have considered
the position, and waited upon His Excelleney
the Governor this morning, upen his return
from Albany, and made the request that he

‘would be good enough to grant a dissolution

of the Assembly. His ¥Excellency is con-
sidering my request, and I hope to have a
veply in due course. In the meantime, I am
of the opinion thai we should not proceed
with the business of the Hounse, and there-
fore, move—
That the House do now adjourn.
(Question passed.

House adjouwrned at 4.33 p.m.

TLegislative Council,
Wednesday, 7th February, 1917.

660
Papers presented . . 1
Qulg:tdons Mining Gon{erencc igg}
Rajlway Constructicn, Report of Advmory board 1661
Bills : Sale of Liquor, 2R. .. 037
Fricndly Socleties Act Amendment 28, 16
Ports and Harbours, 2R. ig;f

Agricultural Bonk Act Amendment. 2R.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Health
Act; Poulder Munieipal Council, mnended
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by-laws; 2, Repori of Advisory Board on the
Kondinin-Merredin and Bruee Rock-Kon-
dinin railways (ordered on motion of Hon.
V. Hamersley).

QUESTION—MINING CONFEREXCE.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAX asked the Colonial
Secretary: Will he supply a list of the
publie bodies to whom invitations have been
issued to date to send representatives to
the proposed mining conference? 2, What
number of representatives has heen invited
from each body?

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Leaseholders and Prospeetors’ Associa-
tion; Federated Mining Employees’ Asso-
ciation of Australia; AW A, Murchison ;
Mayors Kalgoorlie, Boulder, Cooigardie ;

Chamber of 3Alnes; Federated Engine-
drivers’ and Firemen’s Association. 2, No
definite number of representatives have

been invited. It is desired that anyone
genuinely interested in mining should at-
tend, though the public bodies lave been
asked to limit the number of their repre-
sentatives who will be expected to put their
views before the conference.

QUESTION — RATLWAY
TION,
BOARD.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Colo-
nial Seeretary: Will the Government place
upon the Table of the House the report of
the Advisory Board on the Kondinin-Mer-
redin and Bruce Rock-Kondinin railways:
also the instructions which were given (if
any) that led the Board to investigate and
make such report?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
I have the papers here and will lay them on
the Table for perusal.

CONSTRUC-
REPORT OF ADVISORY

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR AND TO.
BACCO.

Second Reading.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatchr—East) [4.38] in moving
the second reading said: Hon members will
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recollect that prior to the adjournment of
the House bhefore the Christmas holidays,
a short Bill was passed through both Houses
of Parliament limiting the duration of wine
licenses that might be granted at the De-
eember sitiings of the licensing court to the
31st March of the curreni vear. It was ex-
plained at the time that the object of the
Government in passing that Bill was to in-
troduce amending legislation regarding
wine licenses. and had that short Bill not
been passed the wine licenses would have
heen granted for the full 12 months, and
then would not have come under the Bill
I am now submitting to the House. The
position at the present time is that the wine
licenses have been granted to the 3lst
March and the Government, in aceordance
with their promjise, have brought forward
amending legislation dealing with these
licenses which will permit the eontinuance
of them under conditions which are laid
down. until the end of the year, and their
venewal then from time to time will be at
the discretion of ithe court. The Bill also
makes certain other amendments in fthe
liquor faws of the State and also prohibits
the sale of tobaeceo to young persons. In
the last amendment of the 1911 Act, Seec-
tion 97 only was dealt with, whereas Seec-
tion 99 dealing with the elosing of liquor
hars was not touched. This Bill provides
that bars shall be kept closed except he-
tween the hours in which trading ean law-
fully be carried out, namely, from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. The object, of course, is obvious
to hon, members, and it is to make it more
difficult than it is at the present time to
evade the Aet under which the sale of
liquor is prohibited excepting between the
hours T have stated. Tt purposes really to
make Section 97 dealing with the elosing
of bars consistent with the amendment
which has already heen made under Section
99 dealing with the sale of liquor. An
amendment is also proposed in regard to
the matter of gallon licenses. It has fre-
quently been urged that gallon licenses
should be done away with altogether. The
Government do not propose, at all events,
at the present time, to take so drastie a
step as that, nor do they propose to make
any alteration in the form of the gallon
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licenses. It is intended to introduce new
provisions subjecting these licenses to a
more careful inspection with the view of
ensuring’ that they shall be used as gallon
licenses only. Complaints have been made

that some holders of gallon licenses have
been in the habit of supplying liquor in

smaller  guantities than the gallon
license allows, and 1 understand they
have also supplied liquor oceasionally
under other names, It is proposed

to make an endeavour to control these
licenses by subjecting them, ns I have
said, to carefnl inspection. To this end pro-
vision is made that the holder of a gallon
licenge shall keep a book in which he shall
register all his purehases, giving dates and
quantities and accounts of liquor purchased,
and also another book in which he shall
enter particulars of his sales. These hooks
are {0 be open to the inspection of police
officers or inspectors of liguors. The in-
voices and sale notes of lignor sold will be
capable of being vervified one against the
other and by that means it is hoped to pre-
vent the sale of liquor under a gallon k-
cense except by the way it is intended it
shall be sold under that license. A penalty
is provided should the stock account fail
to agree with the sales stalement unless
some valid explanation is fortheoming to
account for the discrepaney.  Another
amendment which has been made to our
existing lieensing laws is that the age ai
which juveniles may he supplied with liquor
is altered. We have raised the age fo 13
vears. At the present time liquor may be
sold to persons of 16 years of age. It may
be interesting to hon. members to learn
what the practice is in the other States. In
South Australia liquor eannot be sold to
anvone under the age of 21 years, while in
Tasmania, Victoria, and New South Wales
the age is 18, and in Queensland it 15 21, As
I have said. the age in Western Mustralia
is 16 yvears, so that there cannot be any dif-
ference of opinion as to the advisableness
of raising the age, at all events, to the
lowest age in the States of Viectoria, New
South Wales and Tasmania. Whilst many
may think it would have heen wiser 1o have
zone to the same extent as Sonth Australia
and Queensland, and made the limit 21

[COUNCIL.]

vears, the Government at the present ilime
were impressed with the idea that we could
hardly ask men of the age of 18 years to
come forward and fight for their couniry
and at the same time impose restrictions
which suggest that fhey were not able to
lock after themselves. This is a point, how-
ever, upon which I do not desire to express
a dogmatic opinion, but that was the senti-
ment which induced the Government to
alter the age to 18 years. In regard to the
Australian wine license the amendment pro-

posed in the Bill has for its object the

closing of the shops in whieh wine is sold at
the same hour as hofel bars are closed,
nately, 9 o’clock. This, of course, will not
apply in the case of rvestaurants or eating
honses, which places will be able to con-
tinue their business as eating houses, but
will not be able to supply wine for consump-
tion on the premises or for sale after 9 p.m.
In this eonnection alse I might remind hon.
members that an amendment was inserted by
this House in the 1913 Aecl in regard to wine
licenses. Tt is proposed now, by Clause 5
of the present Bill, to strike out Section 19
of the Tllicit Sales of Liquor Aect, 1913.
Hon. members will recollect that it was there
provided that after the end of December,
1915, no wine licenses should be issued to
premises in respeet to which any other
husiness was earried on, excepting certain

business specified in the section., The
effect of the use of the phrase “after
the end of December, 1915, was
that it was thought liahle to lead

to a greal deal of confusion. This Bill sim-
plifies the matter by striking out the sectinn
and putling in another section under which
there ean he no ambiguity or misunderstand-
ing. Tt provides that—

No Australian wine license shall be
hereafter granted or renewed except in
respect of premises used for the sale of
Avstralian wine, and in which no goods
of any other kind, exeept aerated waters,
cigars, cigarettes, tobaceo and newspapers,
are sold, or offered or exhihited for sale,
or apparently for sale.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Why newspapers?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : That is

a point which can be diseussed when the Bill
is in Commitiee. Speaking offhand, I do
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not know why newspapers should be ineluded
with wine licenses. Subelause 2 says—
Yo person holding an Australian wine
license shall have or keep his lieensed
premises open Lo the public at any time
before or after the time during which wine
may be lawfully sold on the premises, or
gell or offer or exhibit for sale, or appar-
ently for sale, on the premises, any goods
of any other kind than Australian wine,
except aerated waters, cigars, cigaretles,
tobaceo, and newspapers.
It will he noliced that Subclause 5 of that
clanse vepeals Section 19 of the Illicit

Sales of Liquor Act, 1913, in regard
to which there has bLeen a good (leal
of misunderstanding.  Another question

dealt with in the Bill is the matter of com-

pensation. Clanse 8 provides as follows:—
Where a Jease has been assigned or trans-
ferred for monetary consideraiion, the
right whieh, except for such assignment
or transfer, would have continued in the
lessee to a proportionate return of a part
of tiie premium paid by the lessee to the
lessor shall, subject as hereinafter pro-
vided. vest in the assignee of the lease.
Provided that where such consideration
paid by an assignee or iransferee is less
than the amount of the premium paid by
the lessee, the proportionate return of a
part of the premium shall be calenlated
on the amount of such consideration.

It is doubtful whether the assignee on an
agsignment for valuahle consideration by the
lessee as transferror, as a consideration for
the transfer, can claim from the lessor a
proportionate refurn on the preminm paid
by the original lessee. Section 16 of the
existing Aet, as it stands, provides for a
proportionate return of part of the preminm
paid by the lessee to the lessor and, although
the term lessee inclndes his assignee, never-
theless, if nothing was paid by the assignce
to the lessor, the right to a refund wounld not
arise in the case of the assignee. Tt is pro-
posed. therefore, to vest the tight of the
lessor to a proportionate return of the pre-
minm in the assignee, with the limitaiion
that such right shall be caleulated on the
amount of cash eonsideration paid by him
as ingoing to his transferror. Clause 10
of the Bill proposes to prohibit the sale of
cigarettes or tobacco to children under the
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age of 18 vears of age. As originally intro-
duced 16 vears of age was stated in the Bill,
but in another place it was amended to read
18 wvears of age.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It is 18 years of age
in 1y copy.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
so. It was 16 years of age in the Bill as
originally intwoduced. The Government, in
framing the Bill, prohibited the selling of
cigareftes to lads under 16 years of age, but
another place thought right to amend it to
read 18 vears of age. It ig a point on which
ihere may he a difference of opinion but on
which the Government have no very strong
feelings. We thought, if we prohibited the
sule of cigareltes to lads under 16 it would
he an important reform. If, however, lads
under 1§ ean be prohibited from smoking,
we shall be doing good. Whether it is wise
to make it an offence for a lad under the age
of 18 is a matter upon which there may well
be a difference of opinion. I think every
other State of the Commonwealth has passed
lemisiation prohibiting the sale of cigarettes
to yvoung lads. I do not think, howerver,
these States have prohibited such sales to
lads below the age of 18, though, in most cases,
they have prohibited the sale to boys below
the age of 16, as was the original intention
of the Government to do in this measure.
These, briefly, are the principles dealt with
in the Bill. I have much pleasure in mov-
ing—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
(4.50]: There are two or three minor mat-
ters in connection with the Bill which T will
deal with in Committee. I think the Govern-
ment are right, in regard to the sale of
liguor, to limit the age to 18. I think, too,
that the raising of the age from 16 to 18 is
a snificient raising of the age. The special
reason assigned by the Minister is a very
forcible one, namely, that while we expect
lads of 15 to think of defending their
country we musi treat them at the same
time as responsible persons. With regard to
the sale of wine, I am afraid that the pro-
visions will be very difficuit to enforce. In
conneetion with the gallon and iwo-gallon
license, for instance, while the provisions of
the Bill may prevent liquor heing entered
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in a book as axe handles or shillalies, I am
afraid that the gallon license holders will find
some way out of it. I hope that the Govern-
ment will soon find a remedy whick will have
lo be adopted for abolishing the sales, ex-
eept through premises licensed for the pur-
pose. The idea that to take away a gallon
or a two-gallon license from an ordinary
storekeeper would affect the moral welfare
of tlie public by sending people to hotels
who would not otherwise go there, is, I
think, a weak argumeni. Duly licensed
honses are under complete surveillance, or
may be kept under complete surveillance.
There is no provision for the surveillance of
places where gallon and two-gallon li-
censes are held. I am afraid that the pro-
vision for bookkeeping will not be practic-
able. 1t will be an exceedingly complex ve-
medy to carry into effect. The only advan-
tage I can see from it is this: thal some
holders of these licenses will say that, rather
than be subjected to such restrictions, they
will drop their licenses. I think that is the
only real advantage that will come from the
provisions of the Bill. If these persons do
not drop their licenses, how are the inspec-
tors, in the first place, to have their sus-
picions aroused that there is need to go and
inspect the premises? It is not to be sup-
posed that all the places possessing gallon
licenses will bhe subjeet to regnlar inspec-
tions of hooks and invoices. If that were the
case there would have to be an army of in-
spectors. The assumpfion is that the in-
spector will, from information received, or
some other cause, suspect a certain place
and visit this place and demand to see the
books and invoices. Ewven then, when he has
gone through the very onercus job of
searching these books and invoices, and
taking stock of the lignor held there, T am
afraid it will be a very flimsy piece of evi-
dence that he will have o produece, and not
suffieient to gain a convietion. The real
trouble about the gallon license is this: that
they are a cover for very small sales of li-
quor to people who go there because they
do not like to be seen going to an hotel.
Possibly, as I say, this complex provision
may mean that some of the holders of these
licenses will throw their licenses out, and
this will be a good thing. With regard to
limiting wine shops to the sale of cigareties,

[COUNCIL.)

tobacco, and newspapers I believe that the
word newspapers was put in for the reason
that some of the wine shops have either
agencies or sub-agencies for newspapers. I
am doubtful whether that is sufficient reason
for putting that in as part of their stock-in-
trade. That may safely be left out. Cer-
tainly, it is not put in as any convenience
for country disiriets. It is only here and
there in the City that a wine shop has se-
cured a sub-agency for the sale of news-
papers. I am very glad, however, that some
restrictions are provided in the Bill. The chief
omission in the attempt to do away with the
evils of wine shops is that there is no pro-
vision in the Bill for ensuring that wine shall
be wine. The bulk of the stock-in-trade of
these wine shops is ¢rude and unwholesome
liguor. Is it not possible to provide that
there shall be certain maturity in the wine
hefare it is allowed to be sold? In that di-
rection alone lies the remedy. I do not say
olt-hand that it will be an easy provision to
enack, or put into operation. I am sure that
the trouble of the wine shops lies in that
direction, They offer wine at these places at
prices that wine could never be sold at, sell-
ing it in some cases almost as cheaply as
water. It is ernde, unmatured. and danger-
ous drink. )

Hon. J. Cornell: Commonly known as
#ninky.?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: This Bill does not
touch trouble at all. We have to thank
the Government for altempting as much as
they have attempted, but they have not
touched the real trouble in connection with
wine shops.

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.0]: I bad the responsibility
and privilege of introducing a deputation fo
ihe Attorney General on the subjeet of the
sale of Ausiralian wine and the sale of
tobaeco. Certainly, the deputation put up a
very powerful ecase which impressed the
Attorney General, impressed me, and appar-
ently, from the comments that were maide,
jmpressed the public. T support the second
reading of this Bill. Doubtless, there will
be some diseussion in Committee, and proh-
ably the Council do not wish to take up very
much time in the second reading. The point
touched on by Mr, Cullen is an interesting
one, and probably, if it was dealt with ex-
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haustively, would throw considerable light on
the subject. It would seem that either the
morals of the country are very bad or the
wine is very bad, or both are very bhad,
according to the discussions that take place
on tlis much vexed guestion. I have lived at
one time in a country where 1 have seen
children going to school with bottles of wine
in their haunds, in the Bordeaux district
of France. It is the drink of the country.
Everybody drinks the light wines, and one
very geldom sees anyone (he worse for liquor.
We tried to encourage the eonsump-
tion of Australian wines; we even went so
very far, until we were stopped by the Fed-
eral Court, of attempting to eneourage West
Australizn wines ss against the wines of ile
other Siafes, and it has been stopped.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: That was an unfederal
act, was it not?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It was an un-
federal act on the part of the Govermment
certainly, but T do nof wish at this stage to
deal exhaustively with that aspect of the
question. T shall support the second reading
of the Bill, and T frust that it will go through
Committee. Anyone like my hon. friend,
who is reviewing the general situation both
as regards onr morals and our wine, is on
the right track when he calls attention
to the immaturity of the wine. It cer-
fainly is a tempting subject to anyone
interested in the wine industry, The depu-

tationt which met the Attorney General at the-

end of last year were qualified to speak, and
they put up an almost unanswerable ecase for
the Government to interfere al the present
{ime with this speeific matter. For that rea-
son I strongly support the second reading of
the Bill, and any disenssion on the details
can he deferred to the Committee stage.
Hon. €. SOMMERS (Metropolitan)
[54]: T desire to say a few words and I in-
tend to support the second reading, I con-
gratulate the Government on bringing the
measure forward. Mr. Cullen was on sound
ground when he advocated some supervision
as to the clasgs of wine lhat should be sold.
We know that immature wine is sold and
one of a poisonons quality, to put it in
its mildest term. If the Government will
supervise the class of wine that is to be sold
it will be of considerable benefit to the com-
munity, Mr. Cnllen siruck a note which will
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be of value to the Government, but Mr.
Cullen was not on sound ground when he
advoeated the abolition of the gallon license.
Why should a householder be forced to go
to a hotel to buy his liquor. In a country
districi ihere may be only one botel in the
place.

Hon. (. W. Miles: Some towns have no
hotels.

Hon. (. SOMMERS: That is so. Most
of the houses are tied to certain breweries
and the brewer may only stock one class of
beer or wine and the publican will have to
take what he has got in either wines, spirits,
or heer, DProbably if one orders a dozen
of heer the hotelkeeper cannot deliver it.
He may not have a cart and the purehaser
would have 1o take the hiquor away, and a
person may not desire to go to hotels. If a
person wants a dozen of bheer why should
e not order it from his groecer who comes
round to the house. Tor thaf reason I hope
the House will not consider for a moment
the abolition of the gallon license, As fo the
keeping of books that is a wise provision.
Inspectors will only take stock where they
feel there is a great ahuse of the license.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How can he feel it?

Hon. C. BSOMMERS: An inspector gener-
ally aets on the advice of someone who
lhinks that something is going wrong. 1
take it that the inspector only moves when
e thinks the licensee 15 doing something
which he should not do. I hope the galion
licenge will continue.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOOM (North)
[5.7]: T congratulate the Ctovernment on
touching a question of this nature. Indeed
T am rather surprised to find they would
tackle such contentious legislation, but it
seems to me on looking at many Bills whieh
the (iovernment are bringing forward they
like a little argument and a little difference
of opinion, and 1 do not konw if they could
et a hetter subject for that than the liquor
question. I am not in aecord with the re-
mavks of Mr, Cullen. If we are going to
have drinking at all, if wines, beers and
spirits are to be sold, I am of the opinion
that the gallon license holder is about the
safest person from whom you can get the
liquor, always provided that the place is
properly conducted and does not resort to
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the methods outlined by the Colonial Sec-
retary.

Hon. J. Cornell:
position.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQOM.: The gallon
lieense holders to my mind are those who
sell the best articles. I think T could men-
tion two or three firms in Perth from whom
you can get a better article by the gallon
than that which you ean purchase at a
hotel. There are people who do not like
drinking in hotels but they like to have a
certain quantity of liquor in their houses.
They go to a good grocer, or someone who
makes it a business to import spirits or
liquor, and they order their liquor by the
gallon. That is better than going to a hotel
wheve they may meet a kindred spririt and
perhaps drink more than they possibly would
in the quiet of their homes. That is, if
you are going to deal with drink. Unless
it is proposed to stop drinking altogether,
the gallon license where the premises are
properly eonducted ought to supply the pub-
lic with the best material and of the best
quality. As to the suggestion of having
books kept and inspections made, my ex-
perience is that we have too mneh super-
vision, and the expense of this supervision
would be very bhigh. There would be no
diffienlty in keeping the books on the part
of the merchant or the gallon license
holders. It is obvious to anyone that he
should keep his debits and credits and the
balanee of stock muost eorrespond with the
purchases made. Then we come to the
question of the wine licenses. I have often
heard it advocated by wine people that the
public should be educated to drink the wine
of the country, and with that view a large
amount of money has been spent in orchards
and vinevards. There onght to be some
system in this. T know, being connected
with a certain institution, that a good deal
of money has gone into vineyards. Orchard-
ists cannob get their money back in the
sale of fruit and, therefore, there must be
some anticipation in conneetion with wine.
There should be some poliey to encourage
the drinking of good wine or stop it alto-
gether, and then vignerons would not go to
the expense of eultivating vineyards. With
regard to cigarette smoking, whether we

You want a little op-
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shall be able to stop that or not I do not
know, but it is better to have the person
who supplies children with eigareites dealt
with than those who smoke, as was proposed
in a previous Bill,

Hon. I. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [5.12]: I rise to support the second
reading of the Bill and in doing so express
surprise that rather more drastic efforts are
not being made in regulating wine licenses.
When we take into eonsideration the elass of
person who is holding wine licenses in the
State of Western Australia T think it will
astonish most members when they realise that
the great majority of these licenses are held
by foreigners, and I do not hesitate to say
that many of these foreigners are unserupu-
lous inasmuach as they do not confine them-
selves to procuring the best quality of wine
or the fully matured wines, but in many in-
stances they stock that quality of liguor
which has been termed in this House this
afternoon by one member as “pinky.” T re-
gret to say that we have not to go outside the
boundaries of the eity of Perth to see the
results of the sale of this class of liquor. I
regret very much to say it has come under
my observation. I have seen women and
girls going into the shops that retail this
liquor in eonjunction with other things such
as frnit, ete,, and they go to these shops, os-
tensibly or to the appearance of outsiders to
buy fruit and when they get inside—I have
seen it myself when passing—they take the
liguor and get the worse for it. That is a
poini that is lacking in the Bill, that more
drastic measures are nol taken to purify the
trade which, afier all said and done, is one
that should be fostered. In all sincerity and
without fear of contradiction I say that in
Perth to-day a number of wine licenses held
by foreigners are held by unserupulous per-
sons who are not selling that matured wine
which would be beneficial to the consumer,
but on the contrary arve selling an article,
erude and unwholesome. In the ecirenm-
stances it is my duty to raise my voice and
do what T ean to remedy the state of affairs
obtaining in tbe refail wine trade. The gen-
eral prineiples of the Bill are sound. I am
in aceord with the provisions in Clause 3. Tt
is said that in the past liquor has been sold
and invoiced under a nom-de-plume. T do
not see much difficulty in the way of taking
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stock, inasmuch as the stocks are usually in
good order and ¢an be seen at a glance. It is
necessary that some safeguard should be pro-
vided to keep those who are the holders of
gailon licenses within reasonable limits. I
support the second reading.

Hon. 4. CORNELL (South) [518) I
would like to see in the Bill a provision un-
der which we could get at some of the indi-
vidnals refered to by Mr. Duffell. I under-
stand that certain unnaturalised foreigners
are holding licenses. Now is the time when
the House should assert itself and provide
that no person not a citizen of the Common-
wealth shall hold a wine license or any other
license. I have no objection to the foreigner
holding a license, providing he be natural-
ised. Some of them I know would adorn
any band of brigands operaiing in the
country from which they came. If the
provision I refer to is not already in exist-
erce, now is the time for us to remedy the
omission.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East—in reply) [5.19]:
Y do nol propose fo proceed with the Com-
mittee stage until to-morrow, or later. In
the meantime I will give consideration to all
the several points raised by hon. members.
Sir Edward Wittenoom expressed surprise
at the Government introdueing what he
termed a contentions Bill. My experience
rather suggests that legislation of any kind
is contentions. The Government have en-
deavoured to make the Bill as litile conten-
tivus as possible. We are of opinion that
the reforms set out in the Bill are desired
by practically all right-thinking people in
the community, If we went to the length of
attempting to abolish gallon licenses I
would admit that we were raising a highly
contentious question, because there are a
great many people who, while seriounsly de-
siring that the eommunity should be a sober
one, nevertheless believe thaf under proper
supervision the gallon license is a snitable
license. We do not think we are raising a
highly contentious queslion when we pro-
pose to submit the holder of a galion license
to more rigid inspection and supervision
than he has kpown in the past. In regard
to the contention that the cost of inspecting
under this system will he high, I do rot
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think any undue importance need be at-
tached to it. We have the officers who de
this work, and the sole effect of the Bill
will be to make supervision easier. There is
no reason to suppose tbat it will add at all
to the expense of supervision. The point
raised in regard to the inelusion of news-
papers amongst those artieles that may be
sold in wine shops is one whiech I will in-
quire into. I endorse the remarks of MMr.
Cullen in regard to the guality of the wine
sold, but I am inclined to think it is not the
provinee of a Bill of this nature to deal
with such a question; rather is it a subject
for regulation under the Pure Foods Aect;
it might well engage the at{ention of the
pure food anthorities.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Have not the inspec-
tors the power now?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes,
they have the power, but whether it is suffi-
cient I cannot say. I am inelined to think
that a great deal of wine that ought not to
be sold is being sold; which suggests that the
power provided is not sufficient or, alterna-
tively, that the standard insisted upon is not
sufficiently high. However, I do not think
it is the province of the Bill to review that
question. Something has been said in re-
gard to the elass of persons holding wine
licenses, I think there iz very good reason
for roising that point. It is not my place
to say that the lLicensing courts do not exer-
cise a wise diseretion in granting these
licenses. At the same time I do not think
the Bill should provide that a uaturalised
British subject, probably born in an allied
conntry, could not hold a license. The
point raised by Mr. Cornell iz quite a dif-
ferent one, namely the holding of licenses
by unpaturalised foreigners, not necessarily
of enemy origin. This and the other points
enumerated shall be attended to before the
Bill reaches the Committee stage.

Question put and past.

Bill read a seecond time.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hoan.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [5.24] in moving
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the second reading said: This is a Bill the
necessity for which has been lang felt. For
several years dilfienlty has been met in re-
gard t¢ dealings in land by friendly socie-
ties, and it has been accentuated by circum-
stances arising in eoanection with the war.
The securities in which a friendly society
may invest its moneys are set out in Section
15 of the prineipal Aet, but apart from this
limited provision in Subsection 2, which em-
jowers a society to hold or lease land and
build thereon for the purpose of conducting
its business, a friendly society has no power
to hold land. It follows therefore that it
cannot exercise the right of foreclosure, as
to do so would vest ithe whole title in the
society with no right to the morigagor to
rely on his equity of redemption. A friendly
society is thus in reality deprived of exer-
cising one of the most powerful remedies of
a mortgagee. 1t is the purpose of the Bill
to remove the disability under which
friendly societies have labounred in that re-
spect. The Titles Office hag entered a num-
ber of foreclosures, but has signified its in-
tention of terminating the practice. The
Bill will remove the anomaly and will also
widen the power of friendly societies in the
direction of permitting them to invest in
frechold lands. The Bill also legalises in-
vestments by friendly societies in Common-
wealth securities.  The Friendly Soecieties
Act was passed in 1894, prior to the inau-
guration of the Commonwealth, and neces-
sarily there was no mention made of Com-
monwealth securities in the list of author-
ised investments. Several thousands of
pounds have been invested by friendly so-
cieftes in Commonwealth war loans, and
members will realise the desirability of
legalising such investments.  Obviously, if
the societies are empowered to purchase
land they also shonld have ihe power to
sell, mortgage, or lease land, and this they
will be empowered to do under Clanse 3 of
the Bill.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: What is the meaning
of Suhclause 2 of that clanse?

The COLONIAT SECBETARY: The in-
tention is, not to give the societies a free
hand in the disposal of land given to them
by the Crown. That is the ohjeet of the
subclause. Clause 4 is one which has been

[COUNCIL.]

rendered necessary by the war. It amends
Section 3 of the principal Aet. Soon after
the outbreak of war friendly societies were
given power to suspend the contributions of
any mewmber who enlisted in the Expedi-
tionary Forvces, and it was provided that
such member, notwithstanding the suspen-
sion of his contributions, should be entitled
to foll benefits. This provision appeared, at
the lime, 10 be quite reasonable and safe;
but it was not then contemplated that such
large numbers of men would be required for
enlistmeni.  The positien which has now
arisen 15 such as to leave friendly societies
no longer safe. Several thousands of mem-
bers of friendly societies have enlisted, and
the paosition of certain societies has, in con-
sequence, become critical. Under this Bill
power is sought to enable the societies so to
molify the henefits where contributions have
been suspended, as circumstances may war-
rant. The approval of the Regisirar of
IFriendly Societies will be necessary in this
conneetion, as a safeguard to the member
and alse to the funds of the society. Power
is sought, further, to vary the benefits of
suldiers where the contributions hLave not
heen suspended. It may be absolutely es-
sential to take such a course where the fin-
ancial position of a society is in jeopardy.
As lon. members are well aware, life as-
surance companies impose extra war pre-

minms. In faet many life assurance com-
panies will not aeccept war risks at
all. When it is remembered that friendly

saeieties take not only the risk of death, but
also acecept certain obligations in case of
sickness, it will be recognised that some re-
lief of this kind is far more necessary to the
friendly society than to the assurance com-
pany. Clause 5 is, T think, highly import-
ant. Tt gives the registrar power fo inves-
ticate the affairs of any friendly society, or
of any branch of a friendly society, and to
appoint an inspector for that purpose. The
reason for the clause is that if has hap-
pened, in particular during the past two or
three years, that there have been several de-
plorable defaleations in  friendly society
affairs. Whilst it is not pretended that in-
spection of the kind proposed under this
clange would invariably prevent misappro-
priation, T think there can be no doubt that
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stringenf audits would bring misappropria-
tion to light very quickly, whereas recently
there have been cases of defalcation which
must have spread over quite a number of
vears. unlil eventually they assumed very
large dimensions indeed. In some eases
suspicion had arisen in the minds of Lhe de-
partniental officers; but there was no power
to investizate and inspect merely on sus-
picion.  Ultimately, when the whole of the
facts came to light, it was shown that the
department’s suspicions were well founded.
Had this provision heen eonfained in the
principal Aect, probably the offenders would
have been canght before they had gone
nearly so far as in point of fact they did
go. A somewhat similar provision is already
in foree in New South Wales; and, to judge
from remarks published from time to time
by the Registrar of Friendly Societies in
that State. as well as from assurances which
ie has given to the head of the department
in this State, the resuit of these inspections
hias been most beneficial to the members of
friendly societies, who have been saved from
losses which would otherwise have occurred.
1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
wrban) [5.35]): 1 congratulate the Colonial
Seeretary on the bringing forward of this
measure at the present time, which undoubt-
edly is opportune for legislation of this
nature. Belonging, as I do, to one or two
friendly societies, and taking a keen interest
in friendly societies generally I am in a posi-
tion to affirm that the Bill is absolutely neces-
sary. Priendly societies, almost neediess to
say, are composed of the thrifty members of
the industrial classes, men who take the op-
portunity of looking half-an-inch  before
their noses and of providing for emergencies
in the naiure of the rainy day. These peo-
ple have banded themselves together for
the purpose of providing funds to supply,
in cases of sickmess, the necessaries of life
and also medical attendance. Members of
the societies, in their magnanimity and gen-
erosity, upon the outbreak of war readily and
willingly, and wnot altogether thoughtlessly,
passed resolntions that those of their mem-
bers who enlisted in tihe Expeditionary
Forees should retain full benefits without con-
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tinuing to contribute, This action was taken
with the very best of intentions; but, as the
war progressed and the need for men and
more men continued to grow, the demands
upon the friendly societies in this connec-
tion increased by leaps and bounds. It was
found that oot only those who had heen
members for years were claiming the benefits
of the resolution I have referred to, but also
members who had joined shortly before en-
listing. Accordingly, some action must be
taken to guard the friendly socielies against
what has now become a serious position.
I have no doubt the measure will go
through. Clause 3 needs amendment so
as to include an association of friendly
societies, as well as the individual
societies or their branches; and in Com-
mitlee I shall move to that cffect. Whers
friendly societies have formed associations to
enable them to acquire the freehold of a
block of land on which to erect a building
for the condnet of their business and also
for social events, it is necessary that such
associations shonld be enabled to obtain
titles to their land. I heartily support the
second reading.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South) [5.40]: I do
not think any vital objection can be raised
to the Bill, but I would like the Colonial
Secretary to postpone the Committee stage
until, say, next Wednesday, so as to allow
members to consult some of the societies
with regard to fhe measure. As regards
Clauze 3, I am not altogether satisfied, since
the wording seems to me to give too much
power, possibly, to a small body of men.
The elause does not provide for the calling
of a general meeting of members by adver-
tisements; and thus it is just possible that a
small meeting might deal with sueh import-
ant matters as the selling or mortgaging of
land. It may be, of course, that the rules
of the societies provide against such a con-
tingency; but I should like an opportunity
of consulting some of the lodges in
my constituency. As regards the point
raised by WMr. Duffell, I may mention
that the Registrar of Friendly So-
cieties originally pointed out what might

- be the possible results, znd these, T pre-

sume, have agerued. If this Bill has the en-
dorsement of the Registrar, I do not think
we ¢an go wrong ih passing it.
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Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-Enst)
[3.42]: I bave only one point of criticism,
or rather of suggestion, to offer lo the Min-
ister. By Subelanse 2 of Clause 3 gifis
from the Crown or from private persons
are exempted from the power to sell, On
the swrface that seems quite right. But
many of the difficulties of friendly societies
arise just there, Land may have been
granted to a society by the Crown in a
position which suited at the time; bul a
stage has been reached when it would be good
business for a society to sell the land and
build elsewhere. T know of a case in point.
The society have no power to sell. The only
way in which they eould overcome the diffi-
culty would he to surrender the gift and
obtain another gift in its place. There is ne
reason for excepting these gifts from the
power of sale, so long as there is
a proviso that the proceeds of the
property sold shall be deveied to the
same object as that for which the
original gift was made. In those cireum-
stances the friendly societies would be left
unfetlered in the eonduet of their business.
I hope the Minister will look into the peint,
and see whether he can himself provide the
necessary amendment. T welcome the Bill
itself. We owe a very great debt indeed to
our friendly societies. The amount which
these societies have saved pnblic chasdity
and private charity, by their mutual help-
fulness and the fraternal interest which
their members take in each other, is guite
incalenlable; and anything that Parliament
can do to enconrage friendly societies ought
to he domne.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East—in reply) [5.44] :
I readily fall in with the suggestion of Mr.
Dodd, and if the second reading of the
measure is passed T will fix the Committee
stage for this day week. I can assure hon.
members, not merely that this Bill has the
eomplete endorsement of the Regisirar of
Friendly Soecieties, but that it has heen in-
troduced at his earnest desire. 8o great is
the interest the registrar takes in this matter
on behalf of the societies, that T am sure he
would welcome any hon. member desirous
of diseussing with him any point of the
measure. I will also see that when the Bill

[COUNCIL.]

comes before members in Commitiee the
Registrar of Friendly Societies shall be in
attendance.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—PORTS AND HARBOURS.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East) [546] in moving
the second reading said: This is a short but
vel'y necessary Bill. It has been prepared in
consequence of an opinion given by the
Crown Solicitor that the existing Swan river
regulations are invalid becaunse of the faet
that the whole of the river above the Fre-
mantle bridges is not a prociaimed port. That
pottion of the river hetween the Causeway
to a little below Buarrack-street, known as
Perth Waler, was proclaimed a port under
the Customs Qrdinance Act, 1860, That Aet
has been repealed and the power to proelaim
ports was included in the Customs Consoli-
dation Aect, 1892. The control of the Cus-
toms and {he administration of Customs leg-
islation being now a Federal matter, the
Crown Solicitor is doubtful whether the
power to proclaim ports could now he exer-
cised by His Excellency Lhe State Governor.
It has therefore been deemed necessary to
introduee this legislation to vest that power
in the Governor. I[f the Bill passes, the
Government eould proelaim the whole of the
navigable portion of the river above the Fre-
mantle bridges a port. The object of this
legislation is to legalise heyond dispute the
Chief Harbour Master’s control by appoint-
ing himm to be harbour master for the Swan
River. As matters now stand there is a
donbt as to the legality of the eontrol exer-
cised by that officer and also doubt on the
peint whether the regulations controlling
traffic on the Swan River can be enforeed.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Does this mean any
interference with the powers of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No; it
is merely rendering legal certain powers
which have been used all along by the Chief
Harbour Master, the validity of which are
now called into question. I move—

That the Bill be now read ¢ second time.
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Hon. K. J. LYNN (West) [5.47]: There
is one point which appeals to me in connee-
tion with this Bill, and that is that it may
interfere in some way with the funetions of
the Harbour Trust, that is to say, it may
come into conflict with the functions per-
formed by the Trust. If that pari of ihe
river above the bridges be declared a port,
it will really be an extension of the Fre-
mantle harbour. 1 am merely mentioning
the point now. Jf the position is as I think
it may be, I for one canot agree with the
Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT

AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—East) [5.48] in moving the
second reading said: I do not know that
there is anything in this Bill which mem-
bers will find contentious. Like the Friend-
ly Societies Bill which has just been intro-
duced, one of its objects is that it seeks
to remove the same disability of absence
of foreclosure powers under which the
Friendly Societies labour on the part of the
Agrieultural Bank. TUnder existing condi-
tions, whilst the Bank may hold securilies
it has not the powers of a mortgagee under
the Land Transfer Act of foreclosing. Mem-
bers will realise the necessity for giving
fthat power to the bank. It is frequently
desirable that the bank enter into posses-
sion of a property in order to see that the
security is net permiited to deteriorate. The
necessity for this power arises. not only
from the point of view of protecting the
interests of the Bank, which are the in-
terests of the State, but also protecting the
tnterests of the owners of the property, so
that the bank may have a chance of ulti-
mately selling the property at a reasonable
price. Tn some disiricts monev is advanced
for clearing, and after the work has been
completed the land falls in to the Bank,
with the result that suckers grow up, and
those members who are engaged in the ag-
rieulfural industry know that as the suc-
kers grow up the value of the land deterio-
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rates. In the absence of the power now
sought, the vajue of the security quickly
deteriorates. The Bill empowers the bank
te enter into possession and not only that,
hut also to lease the land for any term up
to seven years, in order to permit of a saie
on satisfactory terms. At the present time
the bank does sometimes lease land, but
there is no statutory authority for sueh
action, and this Bill seeks te supply the

omission. They could not in present ecir-
cumstances carry on without ilhe au-
thority. The necessity for this author-

ity 1s owing to the fact that recently a
number of properties fell back on the
hands of the Bank. Anolher very neces-
sary provision made in the Bill is for an
increased rate of interest. Seeing that in
all prolability we shall have to pay more
for money we borrow for the purposes of
the Bank in the future, it is only reason-
able we should be authorised to charge more
to our clients. But it is not intended to
give power to charge a very high rate of
interest; therefore it is provided that the
rate of interest shall not be greater than
one per cent. above the actual cost of the
money. Personally, I hope it will noi be
long before we shall be able io reduce the
rate of interest. It is not intended that
this provision shall apply to existing loans,
but only to those future cases in whiech
money eosts us more than formerly. Power
is also soughl to charge the soldier settlers
a less rate of interest than five per cent.
Starling at 3% per cent., the rale to sol-
dier settlers will inerease at one-half per
cent, annually until the interest payable by
soldier seltlers comes into line with that
paid by other settlers for advances inade at
the same period. Provision is also made
whereby it will be possible under regula-
fions to make provision for assistance to

soldier settlers before the mortgage is
signed. Under the proposed soldiers’ set-

tlement scheme. the Government have to
prepare farms in advance. The money for
this purpose will be advaneed by the Com-
monwealth, and will be utilised through the
Agricultural Bank. Tt is also desired to ex-
empt forfeited farms from bhe payment of
muntcipal and road board rates. It is not
intended to exercise that provision in any
way lostilelv to the proper intevests of
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roads boards, but only in cases where land
falls back into the hands of the Government
without any immediate prospeet of being
disposed of to some other person. It then
becomes practically Crown land, and it is
not considered desirable that the Agrieul-
tural Bank should have to pay the rates on
such land. But in those cases where land
which reverts to tle Agricultural Bank is
leased it is not contemplated that the roads
hoards shall be deprived of their rates, but
when land comes back into practically the
condition of Crown laund, we think it is de-
sirable that the bank should be freed from
the responsibility of paying municipal
rates. If a purchaser can be obtained for
the land at a satisfactory price, there is no
reason why the loeal aunthority should not
get its rates. The provision is intended
merely to meet the ease of holdings on which
very little work has been done, and which
come back into practieally the condition of
Crown lands. Crown lands are exempt
from road board rates, and it is proposed
that these shall he so exempt also. Those
are the principal provisions of the Bill. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

Hon. J. . CULLEN (South-East)
{5.37]: 1 think the powers proposed to be
eonferred by this Bill are necessary, and that
the Bill shonld pass, and I trust the House
will go carefully into the measure. In Clause
5 provision is made that advances may be
made to returned soldiers who have been on
active serviee. 1 understand that financial
provision will be made later for the prepara-
tion of the land for the settlement thereon
of returned soldiers. The point in my mind
is as to whether similar provision is to be
made in respect of men who are now away,
but who are represented here by their wives

or agents. I shonld like the Minis-
ter to look into this clanse and see
whether that is so, and i mnot I

would ask him {o say whether it should not
be done. The provision is for persons who
have been on aectiva service. The question
was raised in another place whether, on be-
half of soldiers not yet returned, a beginning
might not be made at the request of the wife
of a soldier or his altorney. There can he
no objection to this course being followed.
It was held in another place that the clause

[COUNCIL.]

provides for that, but I want the Minister
to satisfy himself that it does, and if it does
not, that he will take the necessary steps to
see that such a provision is made, With
regard to Clause 6, in my judgment it is
vague and will lead to any amount of con-
fusion and, possibly, litigation. Where the
Agrienltural Bank is in possession of
a mortgaged praperty and puts in a
tenant, this clanse would exempt that
tenant, and the tenant would not
be recognised as the owner’s representa-
tive.  This elanse will exempt him for the
reason that he would be holding a property
from the Agrienltural Bank, and the Agri-
cultural Bank would be declared not to
rank as owner and the roads board thevefore
conld not enforce the rates. What I would
like to know is whether the Bill means that
whilst the property is in transition from for-
feiture to sale, no rates shall be collected. |
do not think that eould have been the inten-
tion of the framers of the Bill. I recognise
at once that where a forfeited property is
not producing anything it would be bad
policy to make the Bank liable, because the
Bank is not purely a eommercial concern. If
a property is in a tenant’s hands and bring-
ing in an income it should be liable to rates
like all otlier properties. The effect of this
clause will be to exclude such properties
from munieipal laxation, and ] want the
Minister to lock carefully inlo that. Lawyers
will be able to twist that clanse to mean any-
thing under the sun, and we do not want
legislation of that kind.

Hon. J, EWING (South-West) [6.4]: 1
hope the Minister will not force the Bill into
Committee for at least another week. I am
not mueh impressed by the statement of the
Minister that the measure was one to which
we need not attach much importance. It
seems to me that it is one of great import-
ance, We should recognise in this Bill the
necessity for providing for leaseholds. Large
areas have been taken up and have been for-
feited, and to my own knowledge thousands
of acres were selected in the Lake Brown
distriet to which a Tailway was promised by
one Government or another. I am fuolly
aware of the fact that the people who went
there did so on the distinet understanding
that railway ecommunication would he pro-
vided, The railway, however, was diverted
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and there is now no communication with that
district and no likelihood of any in the near
future. What las been the result? Some
of the hest land there, on which there has
heen a considerable expenditure of public
money, where roads bhave been made and
dams consiructed, is to-day deserted and
people who began their operations there
have removed to other places. The setilers
in that district incurred big liabilities with the
Agricultural Bank, and with Lthose liabililies,
I take it, the Government intend to deal. If
the Government can see their way to do so,
they should fulfil the promise made to the
people who took up land in that distriet, and
consiruet, a railway lhere. T have no doubt
there are similar instances in Western Aus-
tralita. In that way the improvements which
have been carried out will be maintained.
The money which was advanced has not heen
secured to the Bank. I do not know whether
it ever will be, but I take it that that land
has reverted to the Crown, and if something
is not done it will certainly beecome useless
in a few yeawrs® time, I understand the idea
was to lease these lands to people who would
be willing to wait untit the railway was
built. The measure also touches upon the
repatriation scheme, That scheme, however,
is not one of land setflement at all. Tt is
simply the provision of a certain amount of
money by the Commonwealth and by private
individnals for the purpose of assisting re-
turned soldiers, but not to place them on the
land.  The word repatriation therefore is
wrongly used. The land seitlement scheme
is one in connection with which the Govern-
ment are going to horrow a large sum of
money. We are told that this will involve
a smm of £21,000.000, and a large propor-
tion of that will come to Western Australia.
Already a sum of £250,000 has heen made
available for secttling soldiers on the [fand,
and it is that sum of monev which we are
dealing with to-day in order fo assist sol-
diers tn take up land. The Colonial Seere-
tary has stated that if is infended to charge
interest at the rate of 31% per eent. fo re-
turned soldiers, and that the maximum to
those who have not heen on active service
will be six per ecent. I think, even if we have
to pay six per cent., the State should hear
the burden for a certain number of years
and not charge interest until the scttler has
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a reproductive farm. The question of repa-
triation has been touched upon, and in pass-
ing it might be said that the Government
should give serious consideration to it and to
exercisg care about the manner in which they
intend to select the lands which will be re-
quired. We, who represent the South-West,
know well that good land in the South-West
is seatfered, and care shonld he taken by the
Government in seleeting blocks to see that
those blocks do not include inferior land.
This will entail a considerable amount of
work, and it is a matter in which the Gov-
ernment should make haste slowly. I think,
too, that consideration might be given to the
desirability of re-purchasing a certain num-
ber of estates in the Sonth-West in close
proximity to the railway line. I feel sure,
also, that if loeal representative people, and
agricultural societies were appealed io, lhey
would be only (oo ready to render the Gov-
ernment assistance in connection with the se-
lection of areas on which to setile returned
soldiers, I am aware of the faet that the
Minister for Lands and the Minister for In-
dustries possess a great deal of knowledge
recarding the South-West, but they will find
that advice given by local societies will, in
this instance, prove of great value. There
is at the present time in the South-Wesl a
great number of surveyors at work, and
there are also other men connected with the
Aericultural Bank and other institulions in-
specting the work the survevors are doing,
but T do not think that any of these officers
have approached the local people, whose ad-
vice should be invaluable. In order to avoil
making mistakes, the Government should not
hesitale to seek that advice which is there
ready for them. We should take care that
our soldiers are settled upon good land, and
T urge the Government to take into consider-
afton the advisability of foregoing the in-
teresi for at least five vears. T do nof agree
that this is an unimportant Bill. It touches
on ihe question of the settlement of soldiers,
and it requires serious cansideration at the
hands of the House. I helieve we shall have
other measures dealing with this question,
but the note of warning which T have
sounded T hope will not go unheeded.

On motion by the Colonial Seeretary de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.



